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The prayer of St. Francis 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace, 

Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

where there is injury, pardon; 

where there is doubt, faith; 

where there is despair, hope; 

where there is darkness, light; 

where there is sadness, joy; 



Learning Journey 

Welcome to year 6 from Mr McCurdy, Mrs Masrani and Miss Pescott. 

In the Autumn Term, our topic is ‘An Awfully Big Adventure’ with a focus on Ernest 

Shackleton’s expedition to Antarctica in 1914.  

We will be visiting Bedgebury National Pinetum at the beginning of the year to see how 

their trees have adapted and survived. 

 

English 

• Persuasive writing – in their study of Shackleton, the children will write ‘in role’ as a 

crew member. 

• Non-Fiction – our work on biographies will be based around our topic ‘An Awfully Big 

Adventure’. The children will research and write a biography of their chosen 

adventurer. 

• Diary writing – our work will again be based on our topic and the children will write a 

diary entry based on one of the Endurance crew.  

• As a school, we will be focusing this year on cross-curricular writing and in Year 6 we 

will be incorporating diary entries and debate in our R.E. lessons and structured 

formal writing in both our science and history topics. 

• Reading – children will learn the comprehension skills of inference & deduction, fact-

finding, predicting and summarising, as well as increasing their reading fluency and 

stamina.  

Maths 

During this first term the children will spend time revisiting and developing their 

understanding of a range of topics including: 

• Place value and ordering  

• Word problems  

• Fraction, decimals, percentages, ratio and proportion  

• Handling data  

• Shape, space and measures  

• Mental calculation strategies  

• Properties of number and number sequences  

• Addition and subtraction  

• Multiplication and division  

• Times tables and related division facts  

• Weekly Arithmetic practice 

 

 

 



 

RE (see attached sheet) 

• Loving 

• Vocations 

• Expectations 

• Judaism 

 

Science 

• Evolution and Inheritance – In this topic the children recognise that living things have 

changed over time and that fossils provide information about living things that inhabited 

the Earth millions of years ago; they will recognise that living things produce offspring 

of the same kind, but normally offspring vary and are not identical to their parents and 

they will identify how animals and plants are adapted to suit their environment in 

different ways and that adaptation may lead to evolution. 
• Further electricity – In this topic, children will recap and develop their knowledge of 

circuit building. They will experiment with a range of electrical equipment, looking at 

features including voltage and insulators and conductors. Children will be designing 

lanterns using the equipment, considering materials, strength and durability of light, as 

well as persuasive pitches.  

P.E. 

• Netball – Pupils will learn how to enter their opponent's territory with the ball and 

try to get into good positions for shooting or assisting.  We will use strategic games 

to practise footwork, passing and defending. 

• Gymnastics – In gymnastics, children will develop their skills in travelling, balancing 

and jumping and then combine this into a complex routine. 

Geography 

Pupils will be identifying key continents, countries and seas; learning about time zones, lines 

of longitude and latitude, the tropics of Cancer and Capricorn and the two hemispheres; 

comparing and contrasting countries and map reading. 

History 

Our history will include a brief study of WWI; a comparison of the equipment, technology 

and techniques of explorers in the early 20th century compared to today and a look at how 

we use historical sources. 

 



DT/Art 

• Architects, Artists and Designers in History - Children explore the work of Frances 

Hatch. They will experiment with colours and techniques used to capture the Antarctic.  

• Shelters – Children will learn about structures. They will learn that structures can fail 

when loaded, and the use of techniques of reinforcing and strengthening structures. 

Music 

Children will explore rhythm and melody in singing, movement and dance. Children learn 

about beat, pitch and harmony culminating in an uplifting and optimistic performance. 

PSHE 

We will begin using our new RHE scheme of work this term from Ten:Ten, starting with 

module one, ‘Created and Loved by God’.  Children will be engaged in reflection time with 

focus on their feelings about moving to a new class and the experiences they go through on 

a day-to-day basis. We will then move onto thinking about our different gifts and talents. 

Later on in the term, we will look at where babies come from. You will be sent a school log in 

to the Ten:Ten parent portal by the office where you are able to view the resources we will 

be sharing in class.  

 

Computing 

 

• Communication – Children will be able to recognise that data is transferred across 

networks using agreed protocols, choose methods of internet communication and 

collaboration for given purposes and evaluate different methods of online 

communication and collaboration. 

• 3D Modelling – Children will use digital tools to modify 3D objects and accurately size 

3D Objects. They will also construct a 3D model that reflects a real world object. 

Spanish 

The children begin by developing their grammar skills, using verb forms correctly. They will 

then move on to school-based language, learning the names of everyday items.  

Homework  

In line with our school homework policy, homework will be set every Friday and will be due in 

on the following Wednesday. This will include spellings each week, maths homework and 

another piece of work. Reading and times tables practice should happen, as usual, every 

week.  


