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Welcome to the Autumn Term 

Welcome back to a new, exciting and thrilling school year! We are eager to be setting off on 

a new adventure with our lovely Year 4 class. We look forward to seeing the children 

develop and grow over the next year, with them showing us all that they have learnt, 

starting with the first Learning Journeys: “I see marvellous things”, “Norsemen and the 

Saxons” and “Who has seen the wind?” 

 

English 

In English, we shall start by reading ‘The Egyptian Cinderella’, a fractured fairy tale, with the 

children creating their own fractured fairy tales based on some of the traditional stories 

they might have heard. We shall also be looking at the book ‘Secrets of a Sun King’ by Emma 

Carroll. Allowing the children to explore newspaper editing, create persuasive letters as well 

as creative writing based upon the mysteries of the text, such as, the two feet, the secret 

message and dear old Grandpa. Before finishing off the term with a discussion about 

Howard Carter, was he a ‘great’ archaeologist? This will all link in with our learning journey 

and enable the children to practice and enhance various literacy skills, including narrative 

work, poetry, diary entries and chronological reports.  

As before, we will continue to build on their reading achievements. We ask you to 

encourage your child to read on a daily basis and complete their reading journals to help 

track their progress. As well as reading, it is important for the children to discuss the story, 

or text, to show a good level of understanding and to be able to answer questions about 

what they are reading. How is this character feeling? What does this word mean? Could you 

summarise what you just read? Why do you think they did that? 

Weekly spelling activities and handwriting practice will also be taught, as well as part of the 

weekly homework. 

 

Mathematics 

In mathematics this term, we shall be learning about: 

• Number, place value and rounding 

• Mental addition and subtraction 

• Multiplication and division 

• Fractions 

• Geometry: properties of shapes 

• Measures 

• Data handling 

• Written addition and subtraction 

The children will working hard to learn their times-tables up to and including, the 12 times-

table along with the division reverse facts to support their fluency ahead of the times table 

check in June of this school year. We will be using resources such as TimesTable Rockstars, 

MyMaths and MathsFrame in order to provide a range of challenges and approaches to 

multiplication tables. 



 

Science 

In Science, we will be learning about Sound; exploring pitch, vibration, and how the ear 

works. We will be conducting experiments involving instruments to witness and record the 

sound wave produced by the instruments themselves.  

We will then move onto learning about Electricity; exploring circuits, switches, conductors, 

and insulators. 

 

Computing 

Pupils will continue their skills and knowledge of systems and networks. Using a new 

scheme this year from Teach Computing. They will also be taught how to operate safely on 

and offline.  

 

History 

We will be learning about the Ancient Egyptians and we will take a closer look at their 

culture, daily life, Gods and beliefs, hieroglyphics, pyramids, and monuments. We will 

explore the changes that occurred during the reign of the Pharaohs, the impact of Alexander 

the Great along with other historical figures around this time period. 

 

Geography 

We will be examining and comparing features of modern and ancient Egypt, including 

naming and locating the use of land and geographical features and comparing the climates 

and industries between different countries.  

 

Physical Education (PE) 

Children will continue to learn why warming up and cooling down are important and how 

physical activity affects their health and personal fitness. They will be encouraged to choose 

and apply skills more consistently during these activities: 

• Swimming 

• Netball 

• Football 

Children will be starting swimming lessons on the 15th of September at Freedom Leisure 

Centre, Uckfield. The last lesson on 26th March. The children will have several experienced 

swimming teachers for their lessons. The children will be walking there and back, a letter 

has gone out, with permission via ParentPay. 

 
Music 

Pupils will be taught to play musically with increasing confidence and control. Pupils will play 

and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, playing percussion instruments with increasing 



accuracy, fluency, control and expression. Children will also have the opportunity to: 

improvise and compose music, listen with attention, use musical notations, appreciate and 

understand a wide range of high-quality music drawn from different traditions and from 

great composers and musicians. 

Year 4 will be learning the recorder this year too. Starting on the 8th September, running 

through the entire year.  

 

Spanish 

This school year, Year 4 will continue learning Spanish building on their introduction to the 

language in Year 3. The children will continue to learn the basic grammar of the Spanish 

language and learn the correct pronunciation of Spanish words and phrases. Topics covered 

will involve:  Key Vocabulary, Presenting Myself and Family. 

 

PSHE 

We are starting a new RHE scheme from Tenten. We will be looking at ‘Me, My Body, My 

health’, ‘Emotional Well-being’ and ‘Life Cycles’. 

 

Art and Design Technology 

Death masks: The Egyptians strongly believed in life after death and made death masks to 

help spirits identify their bodies in the afterlife. We will be designing our own versions of 

these artefacts to make and display. They will also be looking at the building of the pyramids 

and attempt to build one using a mix of resources. 

 

Religious Education (R.E) 

Topics to be covered this term include: People, Called, Gift, and Judaism. Please see the 

attached guide for a complete overview. 

 

Homework 

In line with the current school homework policy this will be set every Friday to be handed in 

the following Wednesday, this will included some Maths, Spelling and occasionally 

something topic related. Reading and times-table practice should happen, as usual, every 

day. 


